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Curriculum documents and guidance:
Results of desk research

In June 2009, the NFER's International Information Unit (comprising the Eurydice Unit for England, Wales and Northern Ireland® and the team responsible
for the International Review of Curriculum and Assessment Frameworks Internet Archive — INCA?) completed some desk research on the way curriculum
documents and guidance are provided in other countries. The research examined published curriculum formats, whether guidance is provided as part of
the curriculum publication or separately, and if there is any evidence of the impact of these formats. For example, in England:

At primary and secondary level, there is a hard copy curriculum handbook and there is a website. Guidance is not included in or with the handbook
but there are links to guidance on the website.

Desk research was carried out to answer the questions as fully as possible for the following countries Australia (Queensland), Canada (British Columbia),
Finland, France, Hungary, Ireland, Italy, Korea, Netherlands, New Zealand, Northern Ireland, Scotland, Singapore, Spain, Sweden, USA (Maryland), and

Wales. The resulting tables were then validated by colleagues in the relevant countries. The results are provided below.

Please note: where information is included about the impact of the way that the curriculum is provided, this was provided by Eurydice Network colleagues
or by contacts in government departments or agencies. We are grateful to these colleagues for their input.

! http//www.nfer.ac.uk/eurydice

2 http://www.inca.org.uk

I N CA International Review of Curriculum and Assessment Frameworks Internet Archive


http://www.nfer.ac.uk/eurydice
http://www.inca.org.uk/
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Australia — Queensland (unverified)

Name of national curriculum

The P-12 Curriculum Framework is an over-arching framework that captures all curriculum requirements from Prep
to Year 12 which includes the Early Years Curriculum Guidelim@seensland Curriculum, Assessment and Repori
FrameworkEssential Learningsnd Queensland Studies Authority (QSA) senior syllabuses and nationally endorsed
training packages and nationally accredited vocational education and training courses. It also includes developing
the capabilities and values to be active and responsible citizens.

How is it available?

The P-12 Curriculum Framework is available both in hardcopy and to download from the Department of Education
and Training website. It is expected that the document will continue to evolve as new national and state policies
and priorities are introduced. Hence, while there will be some hard copies distributed, the latest version will be
available at:

http://education.qld.gov.au/curriculum/framework/p-12/

Access to curriculum information is also available via the eight key learning areas.

http://education.qld.gov.au/curriculum/area/index.html

Is guidance integral or
provided separately?

To support schools in this endeavour, a comprehensive set of guidelines (which are referenced extensively in the
curriculum framework), for teachers and administrators, is available from the curriculum website:

http://education.qld.gov.au/curriculum/framework/p-12/

There are:
e Curriculum planning guidelines which address:

0 whole-school intervention to support schools in meeting the learning needs of all students and
raising the standard of student achievement

0 using student achievement data to inform teaching and learning

0 school curriculum planning to ensure a clear and shared understanding of the intended curriculum;
provide time and support for teachers to be responsive to students' needs; and establish a clear
purpose for curriculum planning at the whole-school, cross-phase, and classroom levels. Templates
are provided to assist schools with their planning processes.
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0 Pedagogy guidelines which look how children learn and the implications for teaching. They provide
advice on teaching so that all students learn, develop in-depth understanding, build knowledge, and
learn how to improve their own learning.

e Assessment guidelines which offer advice on developing and implementing high quality assessment and
moderating teacher judgments.

e Reporting guidelines which offer advice on reporting as part of curriculum and, in particular, how schools
can implement the reporting requirements specified in the P-12 Curriculum Framework Policy Statement.
Exemplar reports are provided.

e Leadership guidelines which offer advice on the role of leadership in building a professional community
within the school.

e Guidelines for students with disabilities which assist teachers and school administrators to translate the P -
12 Curriculum Framework into practice for students with disabilities. An outline of requirements for
"Individual Student Plans" is provided.

e Curriculum Guidelines for English as a Second Language (ESL) learners which support teachers and school
leaders to implement the P-12 Curriculum Framework for ESL learners.

How is this available?

Again these documents are all available to download (as word documents or pdfs) from the website.
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Canada — British Columbia

Name of national curriculum | There is no national curriculum; each province sets its own provincial curriculum. However, there is also available a
“common curriculum framework” for selected subject areas developed by Western Northern Canadian Protocol

(WNCP), comprised of four Western provinces and Northern Territories.

Integrated Resource Packages (IRPs)
The BC Ministry of Education sets the standards of learning for Kindergarten to Grade 12. These standards of

learning are outlined in the Integrated Resource Packad&Ps) which constitute the provincial curriculum. IRPs
contain standard-based learning outcomes and achievement indicators for each subject area.

The Prescribed Learning Outcomes are the content standards and are the mandated section of the curriculum.

WNCP Common Curriculum Frameworks (CCF):
e BC was involved in the development for English Language Arts, Mathematics, and Social Studies

e Note that only the WNCP Mathematics CCF is being used in BC
e Subsequent to the development of the CCFs for ELA and Social Studies, BC has independently updated these

curricula for these subject areas.
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How is it available? Hardcopy: IRPs for each curriculum subject area are available to order in loose-leaf format at:
http://www.publications.gov.bc.ca/hitlist.aspx

Online: There are extensive online materials available at: http://www.bced.gov.bc.ca/irp/

These include:
e Prescribed Learning Outcomes 2008 Datablaige://www.bced.gov.bc.ca/irp/lo_db.htm
e Downloadable PDF Curriculum Packages very recent (March 2009) addition:
http://www.bced.gov.bc.ca/irp/req.htm
These combine the Prescribed Learning Owtmesand Suggested Achievement Indicat¢gsactly the same
as found in the IRPs) into one document for easy reference for each year group.
0 Currently available for Kindergarten — Grade 5 (ages five to 11).
0 Under development for Grades 6 — 9 (ages 12 to 15).

Is guidance integral or Guidance is now included as part of the IRPs. The form this takes is not consistent in each IRP but is normally
provided separately? included somewhere in the package under headings such as 'Considerations for Programme Delivery' or 'Suggested
instructional strategies'.

Separate Curriculum Guidessed to be produced from 1977 — 1993. The vast majority of these guides have been
superseded but a few are still valid and associated with current courses:
http://www.bced.gov.bc.ca/irp/currguid.htm

There are also additional Curriculum Support Materiatgovided separately (see below).

How is this available? Curriculum Support Materiatse available to download alongside the IRPs for each subject area:
http://www.bced.gov.bc.ca/irp/irp.htm

These include:
e Interactive guides
e Downloadable PDFs
e Powerpoint presentations
e Video files
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Impact of this delivery

The BC Ministry of Education (MEd.) is currently seeking public feedback towards the IRPs:
http://test.bced.gov.bc.ca/irp/form.htm

The MEd. also has a discussion forum giving people the opportunity to make additional suggestions to the grade-
based Curriculum Packagesmpiled in March 2009 and to share how the packages can be used (as yet, only 2
comments have been posted): https://www.itmbforums.gov.bc.ca/cgi-bin/ultimatebb.cgi

The MEd. hosted a small forum of teachers of Grade K-5 (children aged 10 — 11) in June 2007, and discussion
included ease of use of the curriculum documents . The teachers agreed that if the key pieces of all the curricula
could be packaged by grade, it would certainly make the curriculum much more readily accessible; particularly for
the elementary teachers.

Following the forum, the MEd. created a draft version of the curriculum grade package and sent forum participants
an online 'survey'. The draft packages were also shared with several board staff for their feedback. Consequently,
the packages contain the "provincial curriculum", i.e. Prescribed Learning Outcomes and Suggested Achievement
Indicators. Thus far, Grades K to 6 (ages 5 to 12) are posted online and the feedback that the MEd. has received has
been very positive and that teachers and principals both find the format very useful. The MEd. plans to continue
formatting and posting the higher grades (as time permits). (BC Ministry of Education)
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Finland

Name of national curriculum | The Finnish National Core Curricula

How is it available? Publications are available for download or can be ordered in hard copy via the Finnish National Board of Education
(FNBE) website:
http://www.oph.fi/english/SubPage.asp?path=447,88611,27598,37840

The national core curriculum for basic education and the national core curriculum for upper secondary school are
available in PDF form at:

http://www.oph.fi/english/page.asp?path=447,88611,27598,37840,72101,72106
http://www.oph.fi/english/page.asp?path=447,88611,27598,37840,72101,72105

(separate PDFs for specific sections in the basic curriculum)

The curricula set out the core content but also provide general guidance as well as specific information on topics
such as the instruction of pupils needing special support; teaching methods and study support; and assessment
arrangements. The following can only be ordered in hardcopy:

e The core curriculum for pre-school education

e The national core curriculum for morning and afternoon activities for school children

e Vocational qualifications in the school-based system in Finland

e Student assessment guide for vocational education and training.

Is guidance integral or The curricula set out the core content but also provide general guidance as well as specific information on topics
provided separately? such as the instruction of pupils needing special support; teaching methods and study support; and assessment
arrangements.
Guidance is provided in the same document as the core curriculum (see above).
How is this available? Guidelines for pupil assessment. The more detailed curricula are produced at local or school level, where it is

possible to describe how the learning outcomes of the national core curricula will be achieved.
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France

Name of national curriculum | Socle commun de connaissances et de compététmason basis/foundation of knowledge and skills).

The socle communlefines the skills that students are expected to acquire by the end of compulsory education; it is
not intended to be a minimum core curriculum, but is the starting point from which the curriculum is built.

It is supported by documents published in the bulletin officielwhich outline the schedules and programmes for each
phase.

How is it available? As part of the implementation of the socle commumew national programmes for each phase of primary education
have been defined and these began to be introduced in September 2008. These set out, for each phase, the
knowledge and skills to be achieved and the benchmarks to be reached at the end of each academic year in French
and mathematics. They aim to help teachers to plan studies progressively, whilst leaving the choice of teaching
methods to teachers to encourage them to personalise learning to the needs of students.

The new primary programmes comprise two distinct but linked sections. The first outlines programme content, the
second the outcomes students are expected to achieve at the end of each year and cycle. Although the
programmes are organised by (subject) discipline, they are not intended to present a barrier to cross-curricular
activities. To help users understand what progress a child is expected to make, a section of each document details
expectations for achievement at the end of the year.

They are published, as html pages, on the French Ministry website:

e Pre-school: http://eduscol.education.fr/D0101/programmes-textes-reference.htm
e Primary: http://eduscol.education.fr/D0048/primprog.htm
e Lower secondary: http://eduscol.education.fr/D0082/accueil.htm
e Upper secondary: http://eduscol.education.fr/D0158/lyc_accueil.htm
How is guidance available? Guidance is not integral.
How is this available? Guidance is available, alongside other teaching resources, electronically or to order in hardcopy from the Centre

national de documentation pédagogique (CNDP — National Centre for Pedagogic Documentation) website:
http://www.cndp.fr/
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Name of national curriculum

A three level structure — comprising the National Core Curriculum, the Frame Curricula and local curricula —
constitutes the overall framework for curricular matters. The National Core Curriculum is issued by the government
every three year. It focuses on the acquisition of lifelong learning key competences. The Minister publishes optional
Framework Curricula — based on the National Core Curriculum to serve as a basis for developing Local Curricula. At
institutional level local curricula are developed by schools in accordance with the stipulations of the National Core
Curriculum and are approved by the teaching staff and the maintainer.

How is it available?

The full text of the National Core Curriculum is available electronically from various sources:

e Ministry of Education and Culture website:
http://www.okm.gov.hu/main.php?folderID=2104&articlelD=229605&ctag=articlelist&iid=1

e A governmental website on legal documents
http://net.jogtar.hu/jr/gen/hjegy doc.cgi?docid=A0300243.KOR&kif=nemzeti+alaptanterv#xcel

e published as a legal document in the Magyar K&lony- the official journal of the Hungarian Republic.

An abridged version is also available in English from the Ministry website:
http://www.okm.gov.hu/main.php?folder|D=137&articlelD=6994&ctag=articlelist&iid=1

Is guidance integral or
provided separately?

Guidance is published separately. Originally, the framework curricula were also obligatory, now they are
recommendations accredited at central level. Most schools use them, however only the National Core Curriculum is
binding.
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How is this available The Framework Curricula are available on the Ministry website:
http://www.okm.gov.hu/main.php?folderID=390&ctag=articlelist&articlelD=2290&iid=1 which also has a forum
which visitors can write and send their questions (not frequently used).

There were calls for proposals invited for curricula development. A national agency, Educatio, has developed
curriculum “packages” (both subject and cross-curricula based ones). Schools may download these when
developing their local curricula: http://www.sulinovadatbank.hu/index.php?akt menu=253.

Impact of this delivery Most schools use one of the recommended framework curricula which they adopt to their needs.

For instance, about 600 educational institutions after awarding project-grants- financed by the structural funds-
have used competence-based educational curricula. The above mentioned agency, Educatio, organises trainings for
teachers and principals in the topic. Booklets have also been issued to help users of the developed curricula.

Evaluation is and will be a core issue in the future. (Hungarian Eurydice Unit)
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Ireland

Name of national curriculum | Primary, Junior Cycle or Senior Cycle Curriculum

How is it available? The Primary School Curriculum (1999) includes 23 books in total.

The National Council for Curriculum and Assessment (NCCA) provides a curriculum book for each of the 11 subjects.
There is also a general introduction to the whole curriculum. Sets of curriculum books can be purchased in
hardcopy; alternatively they can be downloaded in PDF format from the NCCA website:

http://www.ncca.ie/eng/Curriculum and Assessment/Early Childhood and Primary Education/Primary School C
urriculum/Download Primary School Curriculum/Primary School Curriculum.html

In addition to the curriculum content statements and introduction, the curriculum also includes a book of teacher
guidelines for each of the 11 subjects. All newly qualified teachers receive a CD-Rom of the curriculum. It is available
on the NCCA website as a PDF and also in CHM format (html type web pages which have a hyperlinked table of
contents). All national curriculum documents (content and guidelines) are available on the Curriculum Online
website which is part of the NCCA’s online environment:

http://www.curriculumonline.ie/en/

Junior cycle: (Almost all junior cycle students take courses leading to the Junior Certificate, the State examination
taken at the end of the third year of junior cycle, when students are 15 years of age.)

Most subjects at this stage lead to the award of the Junior Certificate (generally taken at 15). A syllabus for each
subject is available from the Department for Education and Science (DES) website (in PDF format):
http://www.education.ie/home/home.jsp?pcategory=17216&ecategory=17317&language=EN

While a majority of subjects are assessed as part of the Junior Certificate Examination, the junior cycle provision also
includes a number of subjects that are integral to the curriculum, but are not formally assessed in this way. Non-
examination subjects at junior cycle include Physical Education, and Social, Personal and Health Education, while
Religious Education is available both as an examination and non-examination subject.

Senior cycle: Leaving certificate (Established / academic) — syllabus and separate guidelines for teachers are
available from the DES website:
http://www.education.ie/home/home.jsp?maincat=17216&pcategory=17216&ecategory=17233&language=EN
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Leaving certificate (applied): A programme statement and outline of student tasks is produced by the NCCA in PDF
format:
http://www.ncca.ie/uploadedfiles/Curriculum/LCA%20prog.pdf

Leaving certificate (vocational): A programme of study, produced by the NCCA is available in PDF format:
http://www.ncca.ie/uploadedfiles/JuniorCycleReview/LCVPProgrammeStatement.pdf

NCCA has worked with teachers and schools on the development of transition units (45 hour courses of study for
transition year). Teachers can access sample transition units and a template and guidelines to write their own
transition units on www.ncca.ie/seniorcycle.

Currently the curriculum at senior cycle is set out as a series of syllabuses, programme statements and guidelines as
stated above. As part of the ongoing review of senior cycle, the curriculum will be called the Senior Cycle Curriculum
and will follow a much more coherent approach than heretofore. This is set out in the draft overview of senior cycle
education currently available for consultation: www.ncca.ie/seniorcycle.

New arrangements for developments at senior cycle will involve the generation of a syllabus for each subject
accompanied by supporting guidelines and sample learning activities on the NCCA ACTION website:
www.action.ncca.ie.

Leaving Certificate Applied: A programme statement and outline of student tasks is produced by the NCCA in PDF
format:

http://www.curriculumonline.ie/en/Post-

Primary Curriculum/Senior_Cycle Curriculum/Leaving Certificate Applied/

Junior Cycle and SenCycle Levels

The DES issues one hard-copy syllabus to each teacher of each subject area (free-of charge), usually when providing
professional teacher development on new or revised syllabuses (whether examination or non-examination
subjects). Each syllabus is in booklet format. Further hard copies of each syllabus document is available for purchase
from the DES (through Government publications). All junior cycle syllabuses are also available to download from the
DES and NCCA —curriculumonline websites, in PDF format.
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Is guidance integrated in
main curriculum document or
provided separately?

Guidance / guidelines are provided in separate documents.

How is guidance available

It is of note that the Primary School Curriculum includes curriculum content, teacher guidelines and assessment
approaches, methods and strategies.

e Assessment in the Primary School Curriculum: Guidelines for Schools (2007) Available at:
http://www.ncca.biz/ and

http://www.ncca.ie/en/Curriculum and Assessment/Early Childhood and Primary Education/Primary Sc

hool Curriculum/Assessment/Assessment Guidelines/

e Exceptionally Able Students: Draft Guidelines for Teachers (2007) Available at:
http://www.ncca.ie/uploadedfiles/publications/Except%20Able Glines.pdf

e Guidelines for Teachers of Students with General Learning Disabilities (2007) Available at:
http://www.ncca.ie/SEN/ncca_launch.htm

e English as an Additional Language in Primary Schools: Guidelines for Teachers (2006). Available at:
http://www.ncca.ie/en/Curriculum and Assessment/Inclusion/English as an Additional Language/

e Intercultural Education in the Primary School: Guidelines for Schools (2005) Available at:
http://www.ncca.ie/uploadedfiles/Publications/Intercultural.pdf

e English Curriculum: Additional Support Material (2005) Available at:
http://www.ncca.ie/uploadedfiles/publications/PCRsupportmaterials.pdf

e |nformation and Communications Technology (ICT) in the Primary School Curriculum: Guidelines for
Teachers (2004). Available at: http://www.ncca.ie/uploadedfiles/ECPE/ICTEnglish.pdf

Junior cycle teacher guidelines for each syllabus are made available in the same fashion as outlined above.

NCCA’s e-magazine/newsletter info@nccais issued three times a year, to all teachers in both primary and post-
primary schools, who subscribe to the newsletter at http://www.ncca.ie/en/Subscribe to the Newsletter/.

Senior Cycle
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Teacher guidelines for the Leaving Certificate (Established) are available from the DES website:
http://www.education.ie/home/home.jsp?maincat=17216&pcategory=17216&ecategory=17233&language=EN

Guidance is also available through the Support Service websites:

e General subjects - http://www.slss.ie/

e Transition Year - http://ty.slss.ie/

e LCVP - http://lcvp.slss.ie/
e LCA - http://Ica.slss.ie/

General: Early Childhood, Primary, Junior Cycle and Senior Cycle Levels
Additional support for teachers is also provided through the NCCA’s ACTION website. ACTION stands for Assessment
Curriculum and Teaching Innovation on the et it is available at: www.ncca.action.ie . It provides sample
activities which showcase curriculum and assessment, teaching and learning in action including samples of student
work, teacher reflections, etc. The NCCA also supports teachers through NCCA’s e-magazine/newsletter info@ncca
available at: http://www.ncca.ie/en/News Press/Newsletter/.

The support services also provide curriculum support for teachers: Primary Professional Development Services
(PPDS) at www.ppds.ie and Second Level Support Service (SLSS) at: www.slss.ie. The support services offer teachers
school based support, staff development programmes, regional cluster based support and modular courses. At
primary level their support focuses on planning and teaching curriculum subjects as well as on teaching
methodologies. At post-primary level, their support also focuses on generic areas such as teaching and learning
methodologies and the curriculum aspect of school development planning as well as independent learning skills,
enterprise education, preparation for the world of work, school-industry-community links, citizenship education and
literacy across the curriculum.
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Impact of this delivery It’s worth noting, that the issue of ‘curriculum overload’ was reported by teachers across all subjects in two phases
of review of the primary curriculum in schools. It was defined in terms of the breadth and depth of content
represented by the 23 curriculum documents, as well as the subsequent guidelines developed for teachers. (Further
dimensions of ‘overload’ identified by teachers include significant policy and legislative change since the launch of
the curriculum in 1999 and a range of resource and information packs which national, regional and local agencies
and organisations have issued to schools in the intervening years.) To respond to this issue at primary, we are
beginning a phase of work which focuses on curriculum representation and curriculum reconstruction. The initial
aims are to better-support teacher planning and student-progression, and ultimately to support more effective
teaching.

Given the potential of the ACTION website to illuminate teaching and learning across curriculum areas/subjects,
there is tremendous opportunity to reduce prescription of content in the Primary School Curriculus we begin this
next phase of work. (National Council for Curriculum and Assessment — NCCA)
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Italy

Name of national curriculum (LY RAOFT A2y A yYIT A2yl A LISNI Af Odz2NNR O2f 2 (Cludidim guidelite
for infant school and the first cycle of education) was introduced in July 2007. It has been piloted in schools during
the 2007/08 and 2008/09 academic years. The Government is currently consulting with schools to finalise the
guidelines before the start of 2009/10 academic year.

How is it available? The guidelines comprise 111 pages outlining the curricula at infants, primary and lower secondary level (much
shorter than its predecessor which was in 3 separate volumes, for infants, primary and lower secondary). It is
available in PDF format:

http://www.pubblica.istruzione.it/normativa/2007/allegati/dir 310707.pdf

Is guidance integral or The guidance appears to be integrated within the guidelines. However there is a dedicated website which provides
provided separately? further information on the curriculum — but the content appears to contain more academic research than practical
advice and resources: http://www.indire.it/indicazioni/

How is this available? See above.

Impact of this delivery There is no feedback on impact available. The Government (a different one to the one which introduced it) has not
yet decided if it is going to make the new curriculum guidelines statutory. The Government has told schools that for
the next three years they can continue to use the 2007 ‘Indicazioni [...]" together with the previous ‘Indicazioni [...]".
During this time a decision will be made about the 2007 document’s future. (Italian Eurydice Unit)
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Korea

INCA

Name of national
curriculum

The Revised National Curriculum of 2007 consists of National Common Core Curriculum (from grade 1 to grade 10)
and an Elective Curriculum (grade 11, 12).

2007 Revised National Curriculum includes:
e Primary/secondary curriculum
e Kindergarten curriculum
Special education curriculum
Vocational high school curriculum.

The National Common Core Curriculum covers ten years from the first year of primary school through the first year of
high school. During the 11th and 12th grades in high school (ages 16-18), students are given the opportunity to chose
their curriculum and courses they wish to take.

How is it available?

The Ministry of Education, Science and Technology oversees the national school curriculum and it is published in the
form of circulars. It prescribes not only the range of subjects to be offered at each level of formal education, but also
the content of and the time allocation for each subject. It is available on the MEST website: www.mest.go.kr

Online guide to the curriculum available from the National Curriculum page of the Korea Institute of Curriculum and
Evaluation (KICE) website: http://www.kice.re.kr/en/resources/curriculum01.jsp

Is guidance integral or
provided separately?

Guidance is integral. The national curriculum provides criteria for the development of textbooks. It also provides
general guidelines for teaching-learning activities and methods of assessment.

The Metropolitan and Provincial Office of Education (MPOE) presents its local education authorities and schools
within their jurisdiction a guideline for organising and implementing the curriculum at each school level.

The Local Office of Education (LOE) presents a supervision guideline created under the MPOE operating guidelines for
respective school levels to elementary and middle schools within their jurisdiction.

Schools organize and implement their own curriculum based on the guidelines of the MPOE and LOE.
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Netherlands

Name of national The content of teaching and the teaching methods to be used are not prescribed. Core objectives (attainment targets)
curriculum have been formulated however and it is up to the schools themselves to group these into subjects, projects, areas of
learning and so on, to work them out in detail by type of education, to set standards, choose teaching aids etc.
Schools have to account for their policies, and show that they have included all the attainment targets in their
curriculum.

Educational publishers use the core objectives to create modules for different subjects which schools can then use in
their teaching.

How is it available? Two short downloadable PDF documents available from the Ministry of Education, Culture and Science website in
English:

Core objectives primary education (ages 5-12):
http://www.minocw.nl/documenten/core%20objectives%20primary%20education.pdf
Core objectives secondary education (ages 12-16):
http://www.minocw.nl/documenten/core%20objectives%20secondary%20education.pdf

The core objectives are also available in a booklet.

Schools are responsible for distributing their own curriculum and can thus choose how they want to distribute it. The
same goes for distribution of the curriculum to their teachers.

In teacher training programmes, students are acquainted with the curriculum for primary education.

Is guidance integral or Guidance is provided by the National Institute for Curriculum Development (SLO)

provided separately? (http://www.slo.nl/organisatie/international/)

which is funded by the Government to give independent, professional advice on, and support for, curriculum
development and implementation. The end-users of SLO curricula play an important role: a curriculum is only
developed after 'field advisory groups' have issued their recommendations. These field advisory groups include
teachers from the various regions and educational phases, who are sufficiently familiar with education practices to be
able to identify needs.
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Intermediate targets and teaching guidelines have been developed by the SLO for arithmetic/mathematics and Dutch
to provide additional support for schools in organising teaching in these subjects. Intermediate targets provide a
starting point for teaching in each year of primary schooling. Teaching guidelines provide a general framework for
designing and organising learning and development processes in a given subject area or part thereof in the medium
to long term. They include the following elements, presented in relation to each other:

e The goals to be achieved and in what order.

e Appropriate subject matter.

e The underlying approach to the subject.

e Educational and organisational pointers for achieving these goals.

How is this available? The guidelines for primary education are available on the following website (in Dutch): http://tule.slo.nl/. They are
also available as a booklet.

The guidelines for secondary education are available on this website (in Dutch): http://www.leerlijnwijzer.nl/. This
website also provides schools with an interactive guide.

The National Teaching Materials Information Centre (NICL) (part of the SLO) is also responsible for producing a
consumer guide to teaching materials which schools can use to compare existing and new products. The SLO is also
commissioned by the Ministry of Education to analyse textbooks for mathematics and the Dutch language on a
regular basis. The results are published on the Internet.

Teachers also have access to online teaching materials for a variety of subjects, such as those provided by the
Knowledge Network ('Kennisnet') website. All schools are linked to Kennisnet. The Knowledge Network website is
available at http://www.kennisnet.nl/ and the teaching materials at http://www.leerkracht.kennisnet.nl/ .

Impact At the moment, there is no discussion regarding the way in which the curriculum is provided. (Dutch Eurydice Unit)
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New Zealand

Name of national curriculum New Zealand Curriculum

How is it available? The new New Zealand website was first introduced in 2007 and is being implemented between 2007 and 2010. Itis

available electronically in an interactive website and to download as a pdf: http://nzcurriculum.tki.org.nz/The-New-
Zealand-Curriculum.

Also available on this website is a schematic view of the curriculum.

As well as the online version, print versions of the NZC were sent to all full-time teachers in New Zealand following
its launch. Print versions of the implementation packs (see below) were also sent to all schools.

Is guidance integral or Guidance is included in the curriculum document — see 'Purpose and scope', 'Effective pedagogy' and 'The school
provided separately? curriculum: design and review sections'. Links available through the right-hand part of the organising diagram at:
http://nzcurriculum.tki.org.nz/The-New-Zealand-Curriculum

How is this available? In addition to the curriculum document, the New Zealand Curriculum website also contains the following
guidance/support materials:

e The NZC resource bank links to support materials for professional learning and leadership:
http://nzcurriculum.tki.org.nz/NZC-resource-bank

e Implementation packs for schools have been designed to help principals and curriculum leaders think about
The New Zealand Curriculyamd suggest starting points for engaging staff and school communities in
understanding what the document means: http://nzcurriculum.tki.org.nz/Implementation-packs-for-schools
(print versions of the implementation packs were sent to all schools following the launch of the NZC).

e Support for schools provides information and contact details for regional post-launch curriculum workshops

and ongoing in-school support through School Support Services: http://nzcurriculum.tki.org.nz/Support-for-
schools/Regional-updates

e Digital stories, links to school stories, research stories, keynotes and presentations, school snapshots and
regional learning community stories: http://nzcurriculum.tki.org.nz/Digital-stories

e Strategies for getting started, links to ideas and activities for engaging with the curriculum in your school:
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http://centre4.core-
ed.net/modules/journal/journalview.php?space key=468&module key=62266&link key=46435&group ke
y=0

e Support for secondary middle managers is designed to assist secondary middle managers to work with their
departments to implement the New Zealand Curriculum: http://nzcurriculum.tki.org.nz/Support-for-
secondary-middle-managers

e Curriculum project archives of the development of the various aspects of the draft New Zealand curriculum,
the consultation and feedback, and links to key background documents and archives:
http://nzcurriculum.tki.org.nz/Curriculum-project-archives
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Northern Ireland

Name of national curriculum | The Northern Ireland Curriculum

How is it available? The statutory requirements for the Northern Ireland Curriculum are available in a number of formats.

The statutory requirements can be accessed on the DENI web site at:
http://www.deni.gov.uk/index/80-curriculum-and-assessment.htm

They can also be found on the Office of Public Sector Information website (they can be downloaded in pdf format or
ordered in hardcopy from this site): http://www.opsi.gov.uk/sr/sr2007/nisr 20070046 en 1

CCEA has produced a number of documents that contain both the statutory requirements and non-statutory
guidance for the Northern Ireland Curriculum.
These documents were printed and sent to schools but they can also be downloaded from the 'NI Curriculum’
website:
e The Northern Ireland Curriculum: Primary
http://www.nicurriculum.org.uk/docs/key stages 1 and 2/northern ireland curriculum primary.pdf
e The Statutory Curriculum at Key Stage 3
http://www.nicurriculum.org.uk/docs/key stage 3/statutory curriculum ks3.pdf
e Subject Specific Guidance at Key Stage 3
0 English with Media Education
http://www.nicurriculum.org.uk/docs/key stage 3/areas of learning/non statutory/ks3 english
ns_guidance.pdf
0 Mathematics (including Financial Capability)
http://www.nicurriculum.org.uk/docs/key stage 3/areas of learning/non statutory/ks3 mathem
atics ns guidance.pdf
0 Modern Languages
http://www.nicurriculum.org.uk/docs/key stage 3/areas of learning/non statutory/ks3 modern
languages ns guidance.pdf
0 Artand Design
http://www.nicurriculum.org.uk/docs/key stage 3/areas of learning/non statutory/ks3 art and
design ns guidance.pdf
0 Drama
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http://www.nicurriculum.org.uk/docs/key stage 3/areas of learning/non statutory/ks3 drama n
s guidance.pdf

0 Music
http://www.nicurriculum.org.uk/docs/key stage 3/areas of learning/non statutory/ks3 music ns
guidance.pdf

0 Geography
http://www.nicurriculum.org.uk/docs/key stage 3/areas of learning/non statutory/ks3 geograp
hy ns guidance.pdf

0 History
http://www.nicurriculum.org.uk/docs/key stage 3/areas of learning/non statutory/ks3 history
ns_guidance.pdf

0 Science
http://www.nicurriculum.org.uk/docs/key stage 3/areas of learning/non_statutory/ks3 science
ns_guidance.pdf

0 Technology and Design
http://www.nicurriculum.org.uk/docs/key stage 3/areas of learning/non_statutory/ks3 technolo
gy design ns guidance.pdf

0 Learning for Life and Work
http://www.nicurriculum.org.uk/docs/learning for life and work/training/LLW-Guidance.pdf

0 Home Economics
http://www.nicurriculum.org.uk/docs/key stage 3/areas of learning/non_statutory/ks3 home ec
onomics ns guidance.pdf

0 Personal Development
http://www.nicurriculum.org.uk/docs/key stage 3/areas of learning/non statutory/ks3 personal
development ns guidance.pdf

0 Physical Education
http://www.nicurriculum.org.uk/docs/key stage 3/areas of learning/non_statutory/ks3 physical
ed ns guidance.pdf

0 Religious Education
http://www.nicurriculum.org.uk/docs/key stage 3/areas of learning/non statutory/ks3 religious
ed ns guidance.pdf

e Subject Specific Guidance for Key Stage 4
0 Employability
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http://www.nicurriculum.org.uk/docs/key stage 4/areas of learning/guidance/ks4 employability
guidance.pdf

0 Personal Development
http://www.nicurriculum.org.uk/docs/key stage 4/areas of learning/guidance/ks4 personal dev
guidance.pdf

0 Local and Global Citizenship
http://www.nicurriculum.org.uk/docs/key stage 4/areas of learning/guidance/ks4 citizenship gu
idance.pdf

0 Physical Education
http://www.nicurriculum.org.uk/docs/key stage 4/areas of learning/guidance/ks4 pe.pdf

The Big Picture of the Northern Ireland Curriculum gives a visual representation of the aims, objectives and
requirements of the curriculum. These posters were distributed to schools with a Curriculum Support and
Implementation Box in 2007 (see below). They are also available on the website:

Key Stages 1 & 2: http://www.nicurriculum.org.uk/media/flash/big picture primary.swf

Key Stage 3: http://www.nicurriculum.org.uk/media/flash/big picture post primary.swf

Is guidance integrated in In the CCEA publications noted above, statutory requirements and non-statutory guidance are integrated into each
main curriculum document or | document.
provided separately?

How is this available? Curriculum guidance was sent to all schools in a Curriculum Support and Implementation Box in January 2007. The
box contained information and guidance on key concepts such as: Assessment for Learning; Learning for Life and
Work; Personal Development and Mutual Understanding; and Thinking Skills and Personal Capabilities; as well as
giving advice on how to plan for the implementation of the curriculum.

Curriculum statutory requirements and non-statutory guidance documents (including subject specific guidance)
were sent to all schools in May/June 2007.

All of the curriculum documents noted above are available in pdf format at www.nicurriculum.org.uk. This
dedicated website also hosts further supplementary guidance and resources for each key stage in the Northern
Ireland Curriculum. A full list of all resources by key stage is available from:
http://www.nicurriculum.org.uk/docs/foundation/resources fs.doc
http://www.nicurriculum.org.uk/docs/key stages 1 and 2/resources ks12.doc
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http://www.nicurriculum.org.uk/docs/key stage 3/resources ks3.doc

NI Curriculum parents’ leaflets are available at: http://www.deni.gov.uk/index/80-curriculum-and-assessment.htm

Impact of this delivery

The Education and Training Inspectorate’s ‘Evaluation of the Implementation of the Revised Curriculum in Primary,
Special and Post-Primary Schools 2008’ report, commented on “the good quality and range of subject related
resources provided by the support bodies to assist teachers in their classroom practice”.

Link to report: http://www.etini.gov.uk/revised curriculum.pdf

www.nicurriculum.org.uk has an average of 12,500 site visits a month and 6,700 unique visitors. (Northern Ireland
Council for Curriculum, Examinations and Assessment — CCEA)
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Scotland

Name of national curriculum | Curriculum for Excellence is the new curriculum in Scotland. It provide a framework for change which aims to
improve the learning, attainment and achievement of all young people in Scotland and aims to prepare children and
young people aged 3-18 with the skills for learning, work and life.

How is it available? All the documentation for the Curriculum for Excellence is available online:
http://www.ltscotland.org.uk/curriculumforexcellence/index.asp

This documentations includes:

e overview of the curriculum which includes a schematic view of the curriculum, purposes and aims, principles
for curriculum design, the totality of experiences and stages of learning

e the 'Building the Curriculum' series of which provides advice, guidance and policy for different aspects of
Curriculum for Excellence for example 'Building the Curriculum 3' provides the framework for planning a
curriculum which meets the needs of all children and young people from 3 to 18, ensuring a focus on
developing the four capacities (successful learner, confident individual, responsible citizen and effective
contributor) at every stage

e the principles and practice papers for each curriculum area for ages 3-15 which are essential reading for
teachers as they begin, and then develop, their work with the statements of experiences and
outcomes. Each paper sets out the purposes of learning within the curriculum area, describes how the
experiences are organised, and offers guidance on aspects such as learning and teaching, broad features of
assessment, progression and connections with other areas of the curriculum.

e The Experiences and Outcomes for every curriculum area for ages 3-15. The experiences and outcomes are
essential components of Scotland’s new curriculum and apply wherever learning is planned. They signpost
progression and set challenging standards that will equip young people to meet the challenges of the 21*
Century.

At launch (April 2009) the new curriculum guidance (comprising Principles and Practice Experiences and Outcomes
for ages 3-15) was only available electronically but a hardcopy was issued to all teachers and other key practitioners
and partner organisations in Scotland during May 2009. Recent web developments have included interactive

June 2009 Page 26


http://www.ltscotland.org.uk/curriculumforexcellence/index.asp

Eurydice at NFER INCA

facilities for the experiences and outcomes, providing a practical online tool that can help with planning and
monitoring learning. It allows practitioners to:

e browse quickly and easily to experiences and outcomes within and across curriculum areas

e save outcomes and organise them into personalised groups - eg Climate change, Overview of P6 maths,
Earth science

e add notes and prompts to help plan learning, monitor progression and develop teaching practice

e save groups of outcomes and notes online or as a downloadable file for ongoing reflection and tracking.

Is guidance integral or Guidance is published within the curriculum documents, particularly the ‘Building the Curriculum’ series and the
provided separately? new national curriculum guidance. The website provides substantial additional information.
How is this available? All information is available online and in hard copy (limited numbers). The website is under continual development

and includes examples of good practice from all sectors, including youth work, under ‘Sharing practice’.

Impact of this delivery Recent availability of paper versions of the final curriculum guidance have been well received. Practitioners
appreciate having an easily accessible paper version to refer to and assist with planning and organising learning,

whilst the website provides additional features and links to other information. (Learning and Teaching Scotland).
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Singapore

Name of national curriculum | There is a national curriculum in Singapore which is intended to provide a child with a broad-based education and
prepare him/her for secondary schoahd the associated examinations.

How is it available? Diagramatic overviews of the curriculum are available online from the Ministry of Education website as follows:
e Primary School Curriculum: http://www.moe.gov.sg/education/primary/curriculum/
e Secondary School Curriculum
0 Normal: http://www.moe.gov.sg/education/secondary/normal/
0 Special/Express: http://www.moe.gov.sg/education/secondary/express/
e Pre-U Curriculum: http://www.moe.gov.sg/education/pre-u/curriculum/

A curriculum framework document for pre-school education is also available online as a PDF:
Nurturing Early Learners: A Framework For A Kindergarten Curriculum In Singapore
http://www.moe.gov.sg/education/preschool/files/kindergarten-curriculum-framework.pdf

Desired Outcomes of Education — a table of desired outcomes at each stage of education from primary upwards is
available online at: http://www.moe.gov.sg/education/desired-outcomes/

Subject syllabuses are available as downloadable pdfs from: http://www.moe.gov.sg/education/syllabuses/

Curriculum development is undertaken by the Curriculum Planning and Development Division (CPDD) in MOE. Its
role and functions are as follows:

e Designs, reviews and revises syllabuses

e Develops teaching strategies and assessment modes

e Reviews and authorises textbooks and supplementary materials

e Designs, implements, coordinates and organises special programmes and
Projects

e Conducts meetings and workshops for implementation of syllabuses

e Promotes the sharing of best practice

e Publishes selected materials.
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MOE works very closely with schools to provide support in curriculum implementation. Copies of curriculum
documents are made available at briefing sessions conducted for Heads of Department and teachers as well as on
the MOE intranet for ease of accessiblity. Curriculum documents include teaching and examination syllabus
documents, teaching guides and teaching resources. (Curriculum Planning and Development Division of the MOE)

Is guidance integral or Both.
provided separately?
How is this available? Teachers communicate regularly with MOE via email or face-to-face meetings to seek clarification and advice in

pedagogy and assessment matters.

In addition to physical platforms such as sharing sessions, seminars and conferences, best practices are also shared
on the edumall 2.0, which is an online repository of teachers' resources and lesson plans.
(Curriculum Planning and Development Division of the MOE)

"The Ministry of Education (MOE) provides support for schools to use a wider variety of pedagogies through
pedagogy packages to support syllabus delivery. Teachers will also be encouraged to share pedagogical expertise
through participation in learning communities. At various MOE and external platforms, schools’ efforts and
successes in the use of engaging and effective pedagogy will be showcased."

(Taken from a document about Singapore available on the Southeast Asian Ministers of Education Organization
(SEAMEO) website, a chartered international organisation whose purpose is to promote cooperation in education,
science and culture in the Southeast Asian region: http://www.vnseameo.org/?id=114 )
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Spain

INCA

Name of national curriculum

There are three levels of curriculum in Spain, as follows:

e the Official curriculum (the basic curricular design), which is the responsibility of the State. It comprises the
compulsory national curriculum (65 per cent for regions speaking only (Castilian) Spanish; 55 per cent for
those with another official language), established by the Ministry of Education, Social Policy and Sport, and
the curriculum established by the Autonomous Communitie€ach Autonomous Community develops this
core curriculum in order to establish its own curriculum.

e the Curricular plans, corresponding to each specific stage or level in schools, are the central feature of the
Spanish model of curricular development. They are devised by the team of teachers responsible for each
cycle/level in each specific school, discussed by the Teachers' Senate, presented to the School Councihd
finally supervised by the Inspectorate. They aim to ensure continuity and coherence between the official
curriculum and classroom teaching activities, promoting a specific identity alongside a 'school ethos'.

e the class programmes, in which the individual teacher adapts the school's curricular plan to meet the needs
of his/her students. Every teacher has some discretion for setting concrete standards for his/her students.

How is it available?

The official curriculum is laid down in a royal decree, which can be found in the website of the Official State Gazette
and in the Ministry website, which provides a brief summary of the curriculum and links to the relevant decrees:

e primary education: http://www.boe.es/boe/dias/2006/12/08/pdfs/A43053-43102.pdf

e secondary education: http://www.boe.es/boe/dias/2007/01/05/pdfs/A00677-00773.pdf

In the Autonomous Communities, the curriculum is also published as a decree in their respective official gazettes
and in the websites of the corresponding Departments of Education.

Is guidance integral or
provided separately?

Guidance regulations are provided separately in specific norms regulating guidance services and (for primary
education) in the norms regulating the general running of schools. Also, in the Royal Decrees establishing the
curriculum some guidelines in relation to tutorials are given.
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How is this available? Regulations about guidance are published in the Official State Gazette and in the gazettes of the Autonomous
Communities. However, usually this information is also given directly to counsellors (and sometimes the
headteachers and/or deputies) in specific meetings organised by the authorities of the Autonomous Communities in

the different provinces.

Impact of this delivery As far as we know this is not a matter of discussion at the moment in our country. The schools receive the official
gazettes daily and it is a responsibility of the management teams to disseminate among teachers all new
regulations published. Moreover, the authorities in the Autonomous Communties inform schools' management
teams of the new regulations published through announcement letters and sometimes through meetings . (Spanish

Eurydice Unit)
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Sweden

Name of national curriculum | Since 1998, as a result of the introduction of a pre-school curriculum, the education system has comprised three
common curricula:

o Lpfd 98 pre-school

e Lpo 94 compulsory basic school (grundskold, which also covers the pre-school class for children aged 6 to 7
where this is provided in the grundskolaand after-school centres

e Lpf 94 upper secondary school

The curriculum states the school's fundamental values and basic objectives and guidelines. There are also nationally
approved syllabi for the individual subjects. Every municipality adopts a local school plan showing how the schools
in that municipality are to be organized and developed. The curriculum, syllabi and school plan then allow the
principals, teachers and students of individual schools the flexibility to adapt content, organization and work
methods to local conditions. The planning of these elements are laid out in the school's work plan. The minimum
number of guaranteed teacher-directed instruction hours for subjects in compulsory school are given in a general
timetable.

However, there is a government bill for a new "integrated" curriculum to be introduced successively as of the
2011/2012 school year in compulsory school (grundskold. It is thought the current curriculum does not provide
schools with the clear policy documents needed for follow-up at individual and service level.

The Government considers that each type of school should have its own, integrated curriculum. These are to include
the school's fundamental values and tasks, overall goals and guidelines and syllabuses. The syllabuses are to be
supplemented by special regulations on knowledge requirements for acceptable knowledge in years 3 (ages 9-10)
and 6 (ages 12-13) of compulsory school, and knowledge requirements for the three pass grade levels A, Cand E in
year 9 (ages 15-16) of compulsory school.

For more information, see: http://www.regeringen.se/sb/d/11304/a/117694 and
http://www.regeringen.se/sb/d/11306#item117631
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How is it available? At present, the curricula are included in one document, common to all types of schools, and the syllabuses of each
type of school are included in a separate document. Current curriculum documentation is available in English as
follows:

Curriculum for the compulsory school system, thespteol class and the leisdiiene centre Lpo 94odf document
in English): www.skolverket.se/sb/d/193/url/.../target/pdf1070.pdf%3Fk%3D1070

Syllabuses for each individual subject available online in English at:
http://www3.skolverket.se/ki03/front.aspx?sprak=EN&ar=0809&infotyp=15&skolform=11&id=2087&extrald

Also, a pdf (revised 2008) containing all subject syllubuses in one document (in English):
http://www.skolverket.se/publikationer?id=2146

An integrated curriculum means that all these parts (the fundamental values and tasks of the school, and overall
goals, guidelines and syllabuses) will be re collected for each type of school in a single document. The integrated
curriculum will also be supplemented by regulations on knowledge requirements (see above). In order to make it
easier for teachers, school management, pupils and parents, the National Agency for Education will be instructed to
compile all these parts (the integrated curriculum and the knowledge requirements) in a single publication:
http://www.regeringen.se/sb/d/11306#item117631

Is guidance integral or Currently separate but the new bill proposes integrated guidance (see above).

provided separately?

How is this available? New bill proposes one single document.

Impact of this delivery The Swedish National Agency for Education has been asked to investigate the way that the curriculum for
compulsory education is provided to teachers. However, at the moment there is therefore nothing to inform in this
matter.
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Wales

Name of national curriculum | Curriculum for Wales

- : >
How is it availables Statutory framework for children’s learning during the foundation phase (children 3- to 7-years-old) is available

from Welsh Assembly Government's website in PDF form though a hardcopy available on request. Hardcopy
booklets sent out to all settings and further copies available on request. It is available at:
http://wales.gov.uk/topics/educationandskills/curriculumassessment/arevisedcurriculumforwales/foundationphase

[?lang=en

Hardcopy booklets for each subject in the National Curriculum for 7- to 16-year-olds are sent out to all schools
initially and further copies available on request. They are also available in PDF from WAG website:
http://wales.gov.uk/topics/educationandskills/curriculumassessment/arevisedcurriculumforwales/nationalcurriculu
m/;isessionid=Q002KTfMHYqjWHzBS2wWIXNwcyLTFpdnl2SyChhWKV4xLdVsiBZP!-1059239472?lang=en

Hardcopy booklets of the statutory framework for Personal and social education for 7- to 19-year-olds was sent out
to all schools initially and further copies available on request . It is also available in pdf from the WAG website:
http://wales.gov.uk/topics/educationandskills/curriculumassessment/arevisedcurriculumforwales/pse/;jsessionid=
QO02KTfMHYqjWHzBS2wWIXNwcyLTFpdnl2SyChhWKV4xLdVsiBZP!-1059239472?lang=en

Hardcopy booklets of the statutory framework for Careers and the world of work framework for 11-to 19-year-olds
were sent to all schools initially and further copies available on request. It is also available from the WAG website:

http://wales.gov.uk/topics/educationandskills/curriculumassessment/arevisedcurriculumforwales/careerseworldof

work/?lang=en

Hardcopy booklets of the Non-statutory skills framework for 3-to 19-year-olds were sent to all schools initially and
further copies available on request. It is also available as a pdf from the WAG website:
http://wales.gov.uk/topics/educationandskills/curriculumassessment/arevisedcurriculumforwales/skillsdevelopmen
t/;isessionid=xMnnKTfBtZPhhrviXvgbkiMJbkLDZtvcpVhs03sQsv2J4j2hR5hM!-1059239472?lang=en

Hardcopy booklets of the National Exempler Framework for Religious Education for 3 to 19 year olds were sent to all
schools initially and further copies available on request. It is also available from the WAG website as a pdf:
http://wales.gov.uk/topics/educationandskills/curriculumassessment/arevisedcurriculumforwales/religiouseducatio

n/?lang=en
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Is guidance integrated in Guidance is separate (and often in many parts) for each area of the revised curriculum and each subject within the
main curriculum document or | National Curriculum. Such guidance is sent to schools initially and further copies are available on request. The
provided separately? hardcopy versions take the form of a folder which includes guidance document, a separate attainment targets

leaflet, CDROM which includes PDFs of the document plus ‘Skills framework’ and the relevant subject Order and
any other relevant items to subject; language subjects also have a DVD exemplifying oracy. They are also available
on the WAG website.

How is this available? Such guidance is available to download as a pdf and hardcopies are available on request.

Templates and samples within the guidance are available in word format. They are offered as a starting point to
ensure that no one needs to create the basic tools of their work from scratch:
http://wales.gov.uk/topics/educationandskills/curriculumassessment/arevisedcurriculumforwales/careerseworldof
work/templates/?lang=en

Impact of this delivery No information available yet, as revised curriculum is currently being evaluated. (Deparement of Children,
Education, Lifelong Learning and Skills - DCELLS)
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USA — Maryland (unverified)

INCA

Name of national curriculum

Maryland has developed content standards and learning outcomes for reading, writing/language usage,
mathematics, science, and social studies in Grades 3, 5 and 8 (ages 8/9, 10/11 and 13/14 respectively).

The Maryland Content Standards specify the essential knowledge and skills that all students are expected to learn
by the end of specific Grades. These standards help to clarify for teachers, students and parents what students
should master in reading, writing, mathematics and other core academic areas. Local school systems use the
Content Standards to guide their own curricula.

How is it available?

The Documents are available to download as pdfs from the School Improvement website. It is planned to make
them available in other formats: http://mdk12.org/instruction/curriculum/index.html

The curriculum documents are formatted so that each begins with content standards or broad, measurable
statements about what students should know and be able to do. Indicator statements provide the next level of
specificity and begin to narrow the focus for teachers. Finally, the objectives provide teachers with very clear
information about what specific learning should occur.

Is guidance integral or
provided separately?

Guidance is provided separately.

How is this available?

Teacher's Guide/Toolkits for each phase and each subject areas covered in the Voluntary State Curriculum and Core
Learning Goals. Such kits aim to:

e to provide Maryland educators with additional resources that will assist them in the instruction of content
and skills contained in the voluntary state curriculum and Core Learning Goals.

e to enhance student learning in the classroom, as well as improve student success on all Maryland
assessments.

They are available at: http://mdk12.org/instruction/curriculum/toolkit/index.html
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